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between the Upper Swat and the Indus, who were expected to
remain neutral, suddenly turned on the column after it had
crossed the Ambeyla Pass and assailed it so fiercely that the
advance was held up for six weeks before the arrival of British
reinforcements, together with their own losses and ill success,
induced the revolted tribe to come to terms. Our own
casualties were also abnormally heavy, amounting to 10 per
cent of the whole force engaged.
The next five years saw only two small enterprises, but in
1868 the recalcitrance of the Black Mountain tribes necessitated
the despatch against them of 12,000 men under Wilde, who
traversed their territory from end to end, covering 80 miles of
difficult and partly unexplored country in twenty-one days;
little resistance was, however, met with,
The next twenty years, to 1888, were fruitful in frontier
fighting, much of it arising from the passage through the tribal
territory of British forces during the second Afghan war.
None of it, however, was on a sufficiently important scale to
call for detailed description here, till we corne to the second
Black Mountain campaign of 1888. Once again this turbulent
area was the scene of extensive operations by a considerable
force, 7000 men under M* Queen converging in several
columns, after several smart actions, on the crest of the
mountain, whence all parts of the country, including some
where no white man had yet set his foot, were visited and
thoroughly opened up. Two more expeditions, in 1891 and
1892, were, however, necessary for the complete reduction to
order of the Black Mountain area.
The first of these years also saw a campaign which, from
brilliancy of conception and execution rather than from the
forces engaged, deserves a mention at least. It was directed
against the twin states of Hunza and Nagar nestling in the
recesses of the Pamirs far to the north of Kashmir, whence a
tiny force, less than 1000 men, forcing its way through a series
of rugged and seemingly invulnerable defiles, and storming
several strong hill forts en route, forced its way to the capital
of the state and dictated terms to its rulers.
Three years later, in 1894., an unprovoked attack by the
Wazirs on the commission engaged in delimiting the Indo-
Afghan boundary within their territory caused the despatch
of a strong punitive force of 11,000 men under Turner and
Lockhart. Their progress was a mere military promenade
through the country, and the submission of the tribesmen was
quickly enforced.
In 1895 a succession quarrel in the little state of Chitral far
to the north beyond the lands of Swat and Bajaur, and the
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